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A S H L E Y B O R E N

Sustainable Conservation
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Almond Board of California
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A L M O N D  B O A R D  O F  C A L I F O R N I A

Telling the Almond  
Sustainability Story 

Speaker: Michael Briano (Harris Woolf)



HWA’s Keys to Sustainability Success

• Willing ownership group

• Supportive customers

• Willing and compensated supply chain (GROWERS!)

• Realistic and achievable practices that are scalable

• Conservative approach

• Leverage existing resources 
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Telling the Almond  
Sustainability Story 

Speaker: Josette Lewis (ABC) 



Moving the needle 
on our water story



86% registered Bee Friendly Farms are 

almonds

More than 35,000 acres permanent habitat 

+ more than 100,000 acres of floral cover 

crops

Honey bees are healthier with cover crops

Net benefit to native bees with habitat 

alongside orchard

Conservation partners tell our story

Seen what’s possible with pollinators



Almonds not the thirstiest crop
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Co-product use saves water
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Growers using more precision



• Regulation a double-edged 
sword

• California the place defining 

what sustainable water 

management looks like

Farm to the highest standards
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Growers doing their part

• Serving on GSAs

• Economic impact of fallowing 

land & decline land prices

• Recharging groundwater



Powerful nutrition with every 

drop to grow almonds

R O O T E D  T O G E T H E R :  T H E  A L M O N D  C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 2 4



A L M O N D  B O A R D  O F  C A L I F O R N I A

Telling the Almond  
Sustainability Story 

Speaker: Ashley Boren (Sustainable Conservation)



Flood Managed Aquifer Recharge 
(FloodMAR) in the SJV
Almond Board of California
Dec. 12, 2024
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existing conveyance 
plus on-farm 
recharge

31%

percent of average annual overdraft recharged

Merced Flood-MAR Strategies
and Projected Impacts

reservoir
operation + 
on-farm recharge
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